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Benjamin R. Fuhrman 

 
Circa Eight Minutes. 





Instrumentation 
 

Narrator 
 

Muted Trumpet in B-flat 
(Improvised in Part) 

 
Mandolin 

(Scordatura) 
 

Guitar





 
 

O land of the free. 
Bastion of the downtrodden: 

Where the intrinsic value of one’s life 
Is linked to their spending power. 

Where the privileged sons of wealth 
Look down on the workers with scorn 
And a fetus is exalted above the poor. 

 
 

O happy country. 
Where education and opportunity abound 

Except for niggers, spics, and camel-fuckers. 
Where the people are blind to color 

And diversity thrives: 
Until those colored folks step out of line. 

 
 

O pious nation. 
Where Jesus cuts his hair and wears a suit 

As candidates vie for followers. 
Where monkeys descend only from trees 

And blind obedience supplants logic. 
 
 

O scholarly land. 
Where information is free to all. 

Where children are taught from birth 
Never to question what they’re told. 

 
 

O land of the free. 
Ruled by a blind idiot king. 

Slave to your whorish impulses: 
Perverters of sanity, consumers all. 

You are a lesson to the world: 
That your hubris is your undoing, 

And you have gotten what you deserve. 





George Bush doesn’t care about black people 
-Kanye West 

  9-2-2005 
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December 2005
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b
œ
œ
œ
œ

- - -

15Variations on the Star Spangled Banner



ã

&

&

&

##

N.

Bb Tpt.

Mdn.

Gtr.

124

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3

per ver ters of sa ni ty,

124

F

E o7always play the root note on the downbeat.

124 œœœœb
Œ œœœœ

#

œ
œ
œ
œb
b œ

œ

‰ jœ œ œ œ
con sum ers all.

D o7

Œ œœœœb
Œ

˙
˙
> œ

œb
b œ
œ

∑

E o7

œœœœ
Œ œœœœ
#

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œb
b

‰ jœ œ œ œ œ œ œ
You are a les son to the

G o7

Œ
œœœœ
Œ

˙
˙b
b> œ

œ

- - - - - - -

ã

&

&

&

##

N.

Bb Tpt.

Mdn.

Gtr.

128

œ Œ Œ
world:

128 A o7

128 œœœœ
Œ œœœœ

œ
œb
b .
.
œ
œ
>

J
œ
œ

∑

G o7

Œ œœœœb
Œ

œ
œb
b ˙
˙
>

∑

F# o7

œœœœb
Œ
œœœœ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œb
b> œ
œ>

∑

E o7

Œ œœœœb
Œ

œ
œ>
˙
˙
>

Œ œ œ œ œ
that your hub ris

B o7

œœœœ
# Œ œœœœ
œ
œ
œ
œb
b œ

œ

-
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ã

&

&

&

##

N.

Bb Tpt.

Mdn.

Gtr.

133

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ
is your un do ing,

133 A o7

133

Œ
œœœœ
Œ

œ
œb
b œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

∑

F# o7

œœœœ
# Œ œœœœb

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œb
b - œ
œ
-

∑

A o7

Œ œœœœ
# Œ

œ
œ
- œ
œb
b - œ
œ
-

∑

G o7

œœœœ
Œ œœœœ
˙
˙
> œ
œ
œ
œ

rit.

rit.

rit.

rit.

‰ Jœ œ œ œ œ
and you have got ten

F# o7

œœœœ
Œ

œœœœ
.
.
œ
œb
b

J
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œb
b

- - -

ã

&

&

&

##

N.

Bb Tpt.

Mdn.

Gtr.

138

œ œ œ
what you de

138 E o7

138 œœœœ
b
bb

œœœœ

œœœœ
˙
˙
>

œ
œb
b œ
œ

œ Œ Œ
serve.

.˙

œœœœb
œœœœ

œœœœ
.
.
œ
œ
>

J
œ
œ œœ

∑

.˙
U

....
˙̇
˙̇bbb

U

.

.
˙
˙b
bU

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Glissando

-
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