Variations on the
Star Spangled
Banner:

Five Lamentations on the Death of the
American Dream

Triptych |1

Benjamin R. Fuhrman

Circa Eight Minutes.






Instrumentation
Narrator

Muted Trumpet in B-flat
(Improvised in Part)

Mandolin
(Scordatura)

Guitar






O land of the free.

Bastion of the downtrodden:
Where the intrinsic value of one’s life
Is linked to their spending power.
Where the privileged sons of wealth
Look down on the workers with scorn
And a fetus is exalted above the poor.

O happy country.

Where education and opportunity abound
Except for niggers, spics, and camel-fuckers.
Where the people are blind to color
And diversity thrives:

Until those colored folks step out of line.

O pious nation.

Where Jesus cuts his hair and wears a suit
As candidates vie for followers.
Where monkeys descend only from trees
And blind obedience supplants logic.

O scholarly land.
Where information is free to all.
Where children are taught from birth
Never to question what they’re told.

O land of the free.
Ruled by a blind idiot king.
Slave to your whorish impulses:
Perverters of sanity, consumers all.
You are a lesson to the world:
That your hubris is your undoing,
And you have gotten what you deserve.






George Bush doesn’t care about black people
-Kanye West
9-2-2005
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Variations on the Star Spangled Banner:

Five Lamentations on the Death of the American Dream

Benjamin R. Fuhrman
December 2005

Andantino marziale e poco agitato J: 78

T

ted throughout >
5 Uk : — i3
Trumpet in B>  Hs it 2 =
i S
Jp——Jfp ——mf — fp——
scordatura
Mandolin e e
Guit “f" = 2 = = = = —
ultar {2y %
)
6
N b _ _ | _ | _ 14 _ 13
™ I I | 4 | 4
6 > > o . — >
S — S
Jp ——mf —
6
= £
Mdn i y a— Z = 5
. '\‘3 P E—Y %
- f
f)
o - - - - . — 5)
ctr. | E % e
-~ Q) o




Bb Tpt.

Mdn.

Gtr.

Bb Tpt.

Mdn.

Gtr.

11

Variations on the Star Spangled Banner

2ndtimeonly 5 3

}‘/J\D_D_{

O land of the free. Bas-tion of the down-trod - den: Where the in-trin-sic
ig]provise unless notated

y 2 y 2
P.N PN

e

PN
|

y JIJ L 1) I

S

M
|

val-ue of one's life is linked to their spen-ding  pow-er.

S SIRCS
p==

\V

simile

t@;’tb




Variations on the Star Spangled Banner

18 | 2
N, Hi - H - i - i -
189 ; | 2 Em7 B m7
1y
Bb Tpt. Hes—t
ANV
o)
mp
2 > >
—18h > > > =
p” A
Mdn. | Hes I
ANV
J S = >
2. sempre legato
_9 _/\
|
th’ (‘m\l J : r’l i— ] @ I I I
S e g e L
22 3
I J > | | 2 2 J
N. i i & - &%
Where the pri-vil-eged sons of  wealth look
22
Fim7 Am7 Am7 Am7 Dm7
iﬁu
Bb Tpt. fos—
ANAV4
)
22
) > > - 2 s > >
y 4 [o
Mdn. | Hes a
ANIV4
o
5 e = |, [
Gtr. {7 1t .P_' {' [ f - e
S l & ] ‘_
~ o) [ = -
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